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Dream Crui Fundrai

Saturday, August 18"

On Saturday, August LE™, LWVOA will again be selling beverages and possibly other items on
Old Woodward near Brown St. (south of Maple) in Birmingham. Besides manning the booth,
we get to see all the unique cars parked on Old Woodward; the people watching is great; and
after a two hour stint, you might want to wander around a bit te get a further feel for this
uniquely Michigan celebration.

Dorothy Conrad and new member Andrea Zalewski will be working together to coordinate
this project. To be successful, we will need many volunteers to work odr booth from 10 a.m. to
B p.m. as well as contributions of bottled water (12-17 oz.), cans of lemonade and ice tea or
monatary donations ko buy beverages to sell. Checks should be made out to LWWOA; wrike
Dream Cruise on the memo line, and mail to the League Office (address above].

Flease deliver beverages to Dorothy Conrad’s house between August 12-17. They may
ba left on her back patio. Please add a note with your name. The house is ona block north of
Maple and between Eton and Coolidge Roads. If any questions about beverages or for
directions, call Dorothy (see membership directory ).

Andrea Zalewski will be coordinating volunteer scheduling. Please contact her to offer to
help. Experience the Dream Cruise, meet with other Leaguers and help our organization raise
funds by signing on for a 2-hour shift at our refreshment tent,

The Leaguea of Women Vodars, a non-partizan political arganization, sncourages informed and aclive participation in

gowernment, works 1o increase understandng of major public policy Izsues, and inlluences public policy through
aducation and advocacy.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE by Eva Packard

This WOTER contains reports abowt the recent League State
Convention. The best part of convention is NOT the business
meetings or awards, but the chance to interact with Leaguers from
throughout the state of Michigan and pick up ideas. I would like to
thank the many OA members who have helped with all of our citizen
educatiom service activities for contributing toward the Leadership in
Civic Empowerment Award that 1 received at conventicn.

Also im this VOTER is a report on Dakland Area’s Annual Meeting.
Thank you to Bernadette Najor for arranging the beautiful
Shemamdoah Country Club for our meeting, Sue Abrams for arranging
our speaker, Mary Ann Barkach for preparing the &nnual Mesting
mailer and the &1-page Workbook for the meeting, Fran Fisher for
handling the reservations, Sue Abrams, Ann Edwards, Christine
Jurgensen, Randa Keener, Sue Montgomery, Marge Polidori,
and Betty Spehar for making phone calls to members to remind
them of the meeting and Ruth Hathaway and Betty Spehar for
handling registration at the meeting.

The new Board will be meesting June 25" to do planning for the next
League year. We will be planning meetings providing background an
the national study of Immigration and the state study of Local
Governance plus Consensus mestings on each.  We will also be
daoing wvoter service for city and village and school elections.

Election season starts with an August Primary in Rochester followed by
village elections and possible primaries for Rochester Hills and
Southfield in September. Elections in 27 Oakland County cities plus
six school districts follow in November. We will do online Voter
Guides for all. If funding can be found, we will print some too. We
are already setting up Candidate Forums, beginning with the City of
Rochester City Council Primary on Thursday, July 12" at 7 p.m.
which has 12 @ndidates. If Rochester Hills has a Primary, its forum
will be held on Thursday, August 2nd. See forum details in Calendar
on page 12 and chedk our website for candidate forum updates.

P.J. Royale has developed a proposal for a student contest this fall to
develop PSAs on topics such as woting and to run them in 2008 which
will also enhamnce the visibility of the League to the general public.

Funding our efforts has gotten more difficult in the current economy.
‘We are looking at “fun’ events in August, September and
October. Selling items at the Woodward Dream Cruise is an August
project.  Our September luncheon planned by Dorothy Conrad and
Marge Polidori is also a fundraiser as well as infermative.  We will
likely do a wime tasting party in October. And our amnual finance
drive mailimg to members and contributors follows in Nowvember.

Members of the Board and Project Leaders will be calling on you to
help with our various League activities, but don't feel that you must
wait for us to call. Contact us with your ideas or to volunteer for
one of our projects!

Lri

248 473-5595

pres@banyoa.org
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AWAY WE 60 TO STATE CONVENTION 2007!

Front: Ann Fishman, Marguerite Eowaleski, Eva Pockard, Tera Moon
Back: Poula Bowman, Michelle Wooddell, Linda DePoorter, Mary Howarth, Doug DePoorter

Anne Maogoun, LVWMI President, Members at work
presiding in stately attire
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Ropart on the Btate Conventlon by Eva Fackard

Om May 18-20, 2007, &4 delegates from across the state of Michigan (incleding Doug DePoorter, Linda
DePoorter, Ann Fishman, Mary Howarth, Marguerite Kowaleski, Sue Leich, Tera Moon, Eva
Packard, Michelle Wooddell of Cakland Area} met in Alpena and accomplished the following:

* Continued Local Govermanmce Study for a year as a revision of Articles I11-v1l of the current position

on Intergovernmental Relations;

* [Initiated "Framing Michigan's Future”, a good government program with an emphasis on legislative
accountability, tax reform, and woter access;
Initiated a Restudy of the Prisons in Michigan position and added county jails to the sbudy;
Retained all existing state positions;
Approved State Budgets for the next two years;
Increased the Per-Member Payment (PMP) by Local Leagues to LWWMI by 52 to §21 per member in
the 2008-09 League year;
» Approved two State Bylaws changes to bring them into conformity with U.S. Bylaws;
# Elected state officers for 2007 -2009.

Jessica Reiser of Kalamazoo is our new State Presidemt. Mary Howarth of Oakland Area was re-elected
as Membership Director. Tera Moon, our Webmaster, will also become the Webmaster of the state's
wehbsite in an offbpard position. Delegates also heard an excellent and inspirabional talk from Mational
Board member Odetta MacLeish-\White.

Re the Local Governance Study which is going into its third year: Leagues received the Consensus
Questions at the convention. They deal with county govemment and township government and also
sharing of services and the issue of consolidation. Consensus is the process by which League members
provide their input to determine if we should take a position and, if so, what our position should consist of.
Dakland Area will be planning meetings to provide background and then to take Consensus before the end
of February. Barbara Moorhouse of cur League participated onm the state study committee.

For the Michigan Prison system Restudy, the State League is looking for people who are interested in
beimg invelved in the study and would like to serve on a statewide study committes. Issues mentioned at
the convention included health care, education, parcle, the costs to operate our prison system, and county
jails. If you are interested in being involved, send an email to kayperry@aol.com.

Immigration, while not a state study but rather a mational one, was discussed by delegates at a cauwcus
amd a breakfast meeting. We shared ideas for speakers. Most Leagues had yet to put on a program so
the DMA panel discussion held here in March with two immigration attormeys was of great interest.
Dorothy Conrad is plannimg to put a legislative focus on immigration at our September luncheon and
other Leagues are interested in coming to it. We will be receiving the Consensus Questions aon
Immigration by September 1 and will be planning a Consensus mesting later in the year so that we can
provide our League's recommendations before the end of January.

Four major awards were presented at conwention and Oakland Area won two of them = the Belle Brotherton
amd the new Leadership for Civic Empowerment.

Marguerite Kowaleski was awarded the Belle Brotherton Award, the top award which is named after
the first President of the League of Women Yoters of Michigan. She is only the 6 recipient of this award
which has also been won by our own Debbie Macon. Ewva Packard received the new Leadership inm Civic
Empowerment Award for providing information to citizens and emcouraging informed woters through our
many woter service actions. {See page 5 for details on these awards. )

Another recipient of the Civic Empowerment Leadership award was Kay Perry of Kalamazoo who has
been a leader in putting state government issues imbo clear focus for the League and the public. She gawve
am excellent presentation at convention workshops on the state’s fiscal crisis.  Della Goodwin of Detroit
received the new Marianne Mahaffey Community Service Award for displaying the gualities
exemplified by League member Mahaffey in working for her community and its citizens and demaonstrating
the principles of the League and League leadership.
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TWO LWVYOA MEMBERS HONORED AT STATE CONVENTION

Belle Brotherton award.

Marguerite Kowaleski, a League member fior
owver 40 years, is a tireless advocate for the poor.
She has consistently declined invitations to sit on
the State League’s Board of Directors, but she
has acted as the Social Services liaison. She
helped author the LWWYMI's Social Services
Position, chaired the Social Services Committes
of the LWWMI Legislative Advisory Committes,
and has prompted the LWWMI to take positions
on critical social services issues. Her adwvocacy
for issues affecting the poor has invalved her im
the civil rights mowvement, the welfare reform
mowverment, health care benefits and state funding
issues inm all areas of sodal service.

Marguerite's volunteer work with the Cakland
Counmty Welfare Rights Organization (WRO)
started twenty five yvears ago when the youngest
af her nine children entered high school. Her
work continues to this day om a nearly full time
basis. The WRO is an organization which helps
those in meed wade through the morass of red
tape at the local, state and federal levels so they
can receive basic human services to which they
are entitied. Her knowledge of the DHS
(Department of Human Services) system and
entitlements to the poor at both the stabte and
federal level is evident in a newsletter that she
publishes each month and mails to 400 people.

Marguerte’s selfless willimgness to help those less
fortunate has beem an all-consuming passion to
make the system work for thousands of people in
Michigan.

Fage 5 Oakland Woter

Eva Packard received the new
Leadership in Civic Empowerment award

Eva Packard's dedication to the work of the
League is well-known to all of us, not just
because of her past work but because of her
willimgness to step up to the needs of the League
when the rest of us falter! Since joining the
League im 1963, she has served in various
positions in several Local Leagues. Most recently,
she served as President from 1999-2001 and
again (when our President resigned) from fall
2006 to May 2007, and then accepted nomination
to be President again for bwo more years!

In 2003 she initiated development of the Oakland
Area Website which has been increasingly wused
by woters to peruse the online Voter Guides
(75,000 hits im the 2006 election cycle) as well as
the eight online They Represent You brochures.
She has overseen the printing of Yoter Guides for
primary and general elections coverimg all of
Cakland County plus VWoter Guides for local and
school electioms. She has overseen the
coordination of countless candidate forums,
planmed voter registration events, spoken to
groups and schools about the elecion process
and the ballot (especially propasals), and helped
develop and put on Runming for Office seminars.

Eva is a special leader whao inspires her board and
everyone with whom she works to do their best.
But, perhaps the most important contribution Eva
makes is in her rele as mentor to not only
Dakland &rea board members and chair people,
but to the new members that she has helped
develop into the leaders of today and tomarrow.
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Highlights from the 2007 LWVMI State Convention by Tera Moon

At the 2007 LWWMI State Conwvention, 1 gained a
greater understanding of how League operates; |
met new and interesting people; and 1 learned
about what Leagues across the state are working
an.

Ome of the best parts of a state convention is
getting to talk to other Leaguers. There are many
opportunities to talk, but one of the best is
mealtime. At Saturday's breakfast, [ participated
in a conversation about fundraising during which
I got to ask Marybelle Suczek of the Grosse
Pointe League about her League's experience
hosting a wine tasting. [ also heard Shernll Smith
of the Saginaw League talk about holding a
patriotic picnic to which elected women are
inwited. And I learned that Julie Costello is the
person to ask about starting an endowment. One
League halds a silent auction; amather has an
amnual mum sale. It was great to learn who has
tried what and to know that everyone is willing to
share their experiences.

At amy League gathering, I'm often asked how
League can attract younger members. [ guess, as
a representative of the 30-something cowd, I'm
supposed to kmow the amswer to that tough
guestion. Truth is, 1 don't! Looking for answers
amd hoping to contribute something to the
dizcussion, [ attemded the First Aid for Local
Leagues workshop. It was an hour lomg sessian,
but really the conversation lasted all weekend. It
seemed that each time I talked with fellow
comventioneers, we wound round to the topic of
the ways League might change in order to stay
vital. One of the more interesting conclusions I
came to is that women in their 20s and 30s like
bo work in teams in a more project-oriented
environment. Our college educations included lots
of “group projects” that forced us to collaborate
with our classmates to complete a task. The
newly revived Grand Rapids League is
expermenting with operating that way, and other
Leagues are encouraged to consider tryimg it.

Another way League can reach a younger
audience is through technology. Most Leagues
hawve web sites, and there are some exciting new
ways to use those web sites to deliver our
message: the Manistee County League has put
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podcasts on their site; the Dearborm-Cearborm
Heights League has a blog; many Leagues allow
new meambers join onlime. What =lse can
techmalogy and the Internet do for League?

Shearrill Smith, president of the Saginaw league,
led a workshop about imcreasing

membership. She shared her League's experience
being part of a LWWVUS pilot program called the
Membership Recruitment Initiative (MRI}. The
MRI is a testing grownd for some new strategies
and techmigues to attract mew members.

The Membership Recruitment Initiative uses a
three-pronged approach to recruitimg:
* Holding visible events that support the
core values of LW
* Using a consistent message across all
events and publications
* Reaching out to the media and other
allied organizations (these are groups in
your community with whom League
naturally fits})

Amother excting LWWUS activity is the
Storybank. This is a way to document and share
individual members' stories about how League
has shaped their lives. This could be a great
opportunity to highlight a member in the media
as well as within LW, There is more information
about Storybank on the LWWUS web site under
For Members, Membership Recruitment Initiative,
includimg a place to share your story.

To illustrate the importance of using allied
organizations to increase membership, Chris
Sullivan told the group about a partmership
betwesn the League of Dearbom-Dearkom
Heights and Henry Ford Community

College. HFCC hosted an event that encouraged
young adults to become maore palitically

aware. League members helped facilitate a
candidate forum with a twist. The students
interviewed the candidates for their jobs. This
event gave the students a chance to voice their
concerns, it gave the candidates publicity, and it
gawve the League exposure. LWWDDH had hoped
to gain some student members, but instead they
garnered new members from amomng HECC
faculty.
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More from State Convention by Ann Fishman
Speech by Michigan Supreme Court Judge Betty Weaver

What a privilege and honor it was for me to meet
amd hear Michigan Supreme Court Justice Batty
Weaver recently at the Michigan League's
Convention in Alpena! The Justice was very
kmowledgeable and charismatic. Among other
accomplishments she graduated from Tulane Law
School and is in the Michigan “Women's Hall of
Fame. She was raised in Mew Orleans and
practiced law thers.

Az she works she applies "the 4 C's: commitment
carimg, courage, and common sense. She
believes that all judges, politicians, and people in
general " shouldn't just go along to get along".
She feels that judicial restraint is a very serious
power and gave a humorous example - " never,
ever say a green pen is purple!® She considers
herself to be a conservative and reserved judge.

She is wery concerned that the minutes of the
Supreme Court from March 2006 still have not
been corrected nor accepted, nor hawe the 36
sets of minutes that follow the March onestil

She wery strongly stated that "neither amounts of
maoney nor donors themselves should ever affect
the passing of any laws!!® She affirmed that
FOWER is the worst drug of alli !

In her opinion term limits are too short for
legislators and too long for Supreme Court
Justices. The limits for Governor, Attorney
General, and Secretary of State are ideal. She
said many Semators come from service im the
House so she would recommend one serves no
more tham 12 years in the House or & years in
the House and B years in the Senate. She
believes all judges should be elected and all of
them should have had trial court experience.
There are 252 trial courts in Michigam and 580
trial court judges.

Ome of her final remarks, and a powerful one,
was, "the Supreme Court is a Secret Club - it
must be an open entity, and everyone should
know the agemdas and the decisions!! *

Convention Musings
By Doug and Linda DePoorter

LWWMI is always a great time to see people from

all ower the state and to discuss many important
issues,

We arrived a day early so we had a chance to
explore Alpena before the comvention began.
What a lovely city! We walked a beautiful
walking trail and went to 2 museums. The first,
"The Thunder Bay Matiomal Marime Sanctuary”,
was really fascinatimg. [t dealt with the
shipwrecks that cam ke found in Thunder Bay plus
the archaeology and history of the Great Lakes.
The other museum, The Besser Museum, is an
historical museum. {both these tours were
arranged by the Alpena League)

Linda‘s workshop on candidate forums was
similar to the ane she did for LWYOA. We alsa
went to the workshop titted *Local Governance”.
We thought that it would give us some insights
on the state study. The speaker was very good
but her topic was “Women In Government”.
Altmowgh an imteresting presentation, it wasn't
what we expected.
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The latest report card: *Citizen Access to
Government in Michigan, 2005 and 2006" was
distributed at convention. This report was first
published in 1998 and it has been issued every 2
years since. It is an extensive evaluation of
legislative actions and non-actions that improve
or deter citizen participation in government. If
you have never seen a repart, check with the
office. Kay Perry, whao is the driving force behind
the report card, mentioned that the inability of
the legislators to come up with a budget really
comes down to the fact that you get what you
pay for. Hence we need to pay more in taxes if
we wish to maintain the minimuom level of
services that we have now.

The plemary sessions were quite @lm! We had
no controversies. Doug was on the election
committea and was never called on to count a
vate.

Thank you for letting us represent you!
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2007-2008 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOW DUE by Sue Abrams

The new membership year begins on July 1, 2007, Duwes cover membership from July 1, 2007 to June
30, 2008. Thank you to those who have already paid their dues for the coming year. Mew members who
joined in 2007 are covered throwgh June 30, 2008. Renewal motices will be sent owt scon, but you don't
have to wait. Write your check now or renew online at http:/Seww. lweoa.org/Join.html. You c@n print out
a renewal form and mail it bo the office with your check or you can join online via PayPal using a credit
card. Don't have access to email? Write a check to LWWOA and send it to us at 200 5. Washington
Ave. Suite #4, Royal Oak, MI 48067 .

Individual membership is $60. Household membership is §25 for each additional member of the family
amd Student membership for students 18 years and older is £20. {Both will increase to §30 as of
01/01/08.) Be sure to write DUES on your check so it can be credited to the correct account. Timely
remewal sawves us the additional postage and printimg expense required to mail out reminder notices.  Your
support of the League is wvery much appreciated.

Citizen Education by Eva Packard

Voter Guides were prepared and available on our website at least a month before the May 7, 20407,
election for 21 school districts, the Bloomfield Hills City Commission and proposals in one city and three
townships. Thank you to Alissa Terrell for helping to handle emailed responses, Laura Gogola for typing
paper responses, Ann Bieneman and Sarah Westerman for preparing the guides, Tera Moon for
posting the guides online, and Milla Wilson for sending out publicity to the newspapers. The LWWUS
wehsite also poinbed to our voter guides. Our website had about 4000 hits related to the election.

Oakland Area held & school district Candidate Forums = Bloomfield Hills, Clarkston, Lake Orion, Mowvi, Oak
Fark, and Pontiac. Thamk you to forum Coordinators Jerry Burden, Dorothy Conrad, Trisha Jochim,
Judy Lessin, Sybil Levinson, and Don McHarness and to Moderators Judy Bateman (2}, Jerry
Burden {2}, Mary Howarth, and Meil Zechman. Others who helped arrange the location, screen, time,
or pass out questions: Fran Fisher, Margaret Kanost, John Magary, Gerry O'Grady-Pershing,
Gretchen Pugsley, Julia Reisig, Barbara Suhay, Doris Taylor, and Katie Wilke plus Mark Germaina
and FTO/PTA members Mari Barnett, Cindy Buckley and Andrea Schroeder.

Forums were taped and rerun on school district cable channels.

LWV 101 Meeting Held in April
by Sue Abrams, Membership Vice President

Om April 25 members gathered at 5t. Andrew Lutheran Church in Bloomfield Township to learm more
about the League and how our mission is carried out.

Speakers included Debbie Macon who spoke abaut the hisbory, mission and structure of the League, Ewa
Packard who discussed Citizen Education activities, Judy Carty of the Dearborn = Dearborn Heights LWW
whio spoke about Advocacy, Karen DeGrendel who talked about Fundraising, and this writer who
disoussed Membership.

We thank our speakers and wolunteers who made phone calls to remind the membership about the
meeting. They are: Carole Elder, Randa Keener, Sue Montgomery, and Marge Polidori who also
helped set up the mesating.

In Memoriam

Mary Koch, Fresident of the LWY of the Detroit Metropolitam Area (DMA), passed away in April following
a long battle with cancer. She served as DMA President a total of ten years. She served on and chaired
many committees for the League and was active in numerows other community organizations, especially
those benefiting women and children. The Commission for Women at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn presented its 3™ annual Susan B. Anthony Community Award to her im March of 2006. Mary
was not only kmown for her community work but for her colorful, wide brimmed hats. Her collection
numbered more than 100, according to her family.
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LWVOA Annual Meeting by Mary Ann Barkach

Twenty=-gight members of the LWW0A gathered at Shenandoah Country Club on June 2™ to share a sunny
morming, a delicious lunch, the enjoyment of each other's company and “takin’ care of business.” Our
thanks to Bernadette Najor who made the arrangements with the country dub, Fran Fisher and Sue
Leich who prepared the budget, Dorothy Conrad and Karen DeGrendel, Jerry Burden and Margaret
Kanost, Grace Kachaturoff and Barb Rosalik, and Mary Howarth and Edith Phillips who
consolidated Rochester Area and Cakland Area programs.  All contributed to making the meeting a success.

The proposed budget, by-law changes, and program updates were all accepted with ease, and we ara
exceedingly fortunate to have a full board nominated and elected as follows:

Board: President Ewa Packard, First Vice President Bernadette Major, 2nd Vice President Sue Abrams,
Secretary Lysa Postula=5tein, Directors Judy Bateman, Debra Hormer, Tera Moon and Alissa Terrell
plus the Nominating Committea of Linda Porter {Chair), Grace Kachaturoff, and Lola Koch.
Continuing im office are 3* Vice-President P.J. Royale, Treasurer Fran Fisher, and Directors Laura
Gogola and Randa Keener. Jerry Burden and Judy Lessin will also be appointed as Directors.

The Military Commission Act Of 2006

Cwur speaker, Rana Elmir,
Communications Director of the ACLU,
informed us about the Military Commission Act.

Elmir begam her talk by telling us about Khaled El-Masri, a German citizem who was heading for a vacation
in Macedonia when he was picked up by Macedonian barder authorities who confiscated his passport and
held him for 23 days. Then he was taken by the CIA to Afghamnistan where he was held for four months and
interrogated. It turned owt to be a case of mistaken identity. Fimally he was given his passport back and
was released at night in Albania. The ACLU wanted to represent him but could not because of *state
secrets.” Elmir says this administration is covered by a shroud of secrecy.

The Military Commission Act of 2006 gives the president absolute power to decide who is an ememy of our
country and to imprison people indefinitely without charging them with a cime. A person @n be named an
ememy combatant for giving aid, knowing or unknowingly, to an organization which has ties to a terrorist
orgamnization. The law rescinds habeas corpus for persons the president designates as unlawful enemy
combatants. The act also permits convictions based om evidence obtained through abuse by either the
federal government or by other countries. Habeas Corpus is the basic right in the Constitution to hawe a
court decide if a persan is being lawfully impriscned.

Elmir strongly believes that Congress needs to restore due process, restore habeas corpus, and protect the
values that make us Americans.

(Mote: The New York Times reported on June 127 that the federal appeals court i Richmand, Ya., ruled
that the president may not declare civilians in this country to be "enemy combatants" and have the military
hald them indefinitely without charging them. The ruling was a rejection of one of the Bush administration’s
central assertions about the scope of executive authoriby to combat terrcrism. "To sanction such
presidential authorty to order the milicary to seize and indefinitely detain civilians,” Judge Motz wrote,
"even if the president calls them 'enemy combatants,” would have disastrous comsequences for the
Constitution = and the country.” The Justice Department said it would ask the full Fourth Circwit to rehear
the case. )
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